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SUBJECT: SHABA INVASION: INTERVENTION OF MOROCCAN AND EGYPTIAN 
FORCES 

REF: KINSHASA 3 192 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER NGUZA CALLED ME IN AT NOON TODAY, APRIL 7, 

TO INFORM ME THAT 1500 MOROCCAN TROOPS WILL START ARRIVING IN 
ZAIRE APRIL 8. TROOPS WILL BE TRANSPORTED BY AIR ZAIRE DC- 10 
AIRCRAFT IN SERIES OF SIX FLIGHTS BEGINNING THIS EVENING. TROOPS 

WILL BE FLOWN DIRECTLY FROM MOROCCO TO LUBUMBASHI OR, ALTERNATIVELY 
VIA LIBREVILLE WHICH NGUZA SAID WILL BE USED BY MOROCCANS AS THEIR 
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"OPERATIONAL BASE". FROM LUBUMBASHI THEY WILL BE TRANSPORTED 
DIRECTLY TO KOLWEZI IN FAZ C-130 S. MOROCCO WILL ALSO SEND 
APPROXIMATELY 125 "MILITARY VEHICLES" AND SIX TONS OF MATERIEL. 

2. AN EGYPTIAN MILITARY DELEGATION HEADED BY GENERAL OFFICER 
WILL ARRIVE KINSHASA TONIGHT TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR PROVISION 
OF EGYPTIAN TROOPS. NGUZA SAID EGYPTIAN FORCE WOULD NOT 
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NUMBER MORE THAN 1500 AND PROBABLY WOULD INCLUDE PARAS. 

3. PRESIDENT MOBUTU MAKES FOLLOWING REQUEST FOR US GOVERNMENT 
SUPPORT OF THE MOROCCAN/EGYPTIAN OPERATION: 

A. TENTS FOR 3.000 PERSONNEL (THIS IS NOW RAINY SEASON 
IN SHABA). 

B. ORGANIZATIONAL TENTAGE FOR 2 INFANTRY BRIGADE CONFIGURATION 
(CP TENTS, GP MEDIUMS, KITCHEN TENTS, ETC.). 

C. MEDICAL SUPPLIES FOR 3,000 PERSONNEL. 

D. C-RATIONS FOR 5,000 MEN FOR 30 DAYS. 

E. ASSISTANCE IN AIR TRANSPORT OF 200,000 CANS OF COKE 

TO BE PURCHASED COMMERCIALLY IN US BY GOZ. (COKE IS STAPLE IN 
ZAIRIAN DIET AND PRESUMABLY IS FOR FAZ AS WELL.) 

F. USE OF 2 USAF C-130 AIRCRAFT, INCLUDING CREWS, FOR A 
PERIOD OF 30 DAYS FOR INTERIOR TRANSPORT. 

4. NGUZA PREFACED ALL OF ABOVE WITH FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM 
MOBUTU: MOBUTU VALUES ASSURANCES, AS MOST RECENTLY 
CONVEYED IN SECRETARY VANCE'S LETTER OF MARCH 11, THAT US 
WILL CONTINUE ITS TRADITIONAL SUPPORT OF ZAIRIAN UNITY. AT 
THE SAME TIME, MOBUTU UNDERSTANDS PROBLEMS WHICH SHABA 
INVASION HAS CAUSED THE ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESS. MOBUTU 
SHARES OUR CONCERN THAT THE SHABA PROBLEM BE HANDLED TO THE 
EXTENT POSSIBLE WITHIN AFRICAN CONTEXT. IT IS WITH THAT IN 
MIND THAT ZAIRE READILY ACCEPTED NIGERIA'S OFFER TO SEEK 
MEDIATION. BY THE SAME TOKEN, REQUEST FOR MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
FROM FELLOW AFRICAN STATES SUCH AS MOROCCO AND EGYPT COMPLIES 
WITH PRINCIPLE OF AFRICANS TRYING TO SOLVE THEIR OWN PROBLEMS. 
MOBUTU HOPES THE US WILL BEAR THESE POINTS IN MIND WHEN 
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DECIDING WHETHER IT CAN LEND THE LIMITED LOGISTICAL SUPPORT 
REQUESTED ABOVE. 

5. NGUZA ALSO PROVIDED FOLLOWING BACKGROUND TO CURRENT 
OPERATION: IDEA OF SENDING TROOPS WAS FIRST DISCUSSED DURING 
NGUZA'S VISIT TO CAIRO AND MARRAKESH. MOROCCO THEN SENT AIR 
FORCE DELEGATION TO KINSHASA LAST WEEK FOR CONSULTATIONS. AFTER 
THIS DELEGATION REPORTED BACK TO KING HASSAN, LATTER CONSULTED 
WITH SADAT AND GISCARD. GISCARD INDICATED HIS SUPPORT, AS 

DID SADAT FOLLOWING HIS CONSULTATIONS WITH GISCARD IN PARIS 
LAST WEEKEND. AT THAT TIME SADAT ALSO TOLD HASSAN THAT EGYPT 
WOULD FAVORABLY CONSIDER TAKING SIMILAR ACTION BUT HE FIRST 
WANTED TO TALK FURTHER WITH GISCARD AND PRESIDENT CARTER. 

NGUZA ANTICIPATES THAT SADAT WILL MAKE DEFINITIVE DECISION 
NEXT WEEK TO SEND SIMILAR FORCE. HE SAID SAUDIS HAVE AGREED 
TO PROVIDE DISCREET FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO BOTH MOROCCANS AND 
EGYPTIANS. 

6. GENERAL BAB I A CONVEYED MUCH OF THE SAME INFORMATION TO CHIEF 
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ZAMISH, INCLUDING REQUEST FOR US LOGISTICAL SUPPORT, AT THE 
SAME TIME I WAS SEEING NGUZA. IN HIS PRESENTATION BABIA 
SPECIFIED THAT MOROCCAN FORCE WOULD BE PARATROOP UNIT. NGUZA 
SAID WHOLE MATTER WAS BEING VERY TIGHTLY HELD FOR THE TIME 
BEING IN THE HOPE THAT THE ENTIRE MOROCCAN FORCE COULD BE IN 
PLACE IN SHABA PRIOR TO MOROCCAN/ZAIRIAN ANNOUNCEMENT OF ACTION 
BEING TAKEN. 

7. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUERY, NGUZA SAID HE DID NOT BELIEVE 
MOROCCAN/EGYPTIAN INTERVENTION WOULD INTERFERE WITH NIGERIAN 
MEDIATION EFFORT. HE SAID OBASANJO HAD EMPHASIZED NECESSITY OF 
HOLDING THE LINE MILITARILY IF NEGOTIATIONS WERE TO SUCCEED. 

NGUZA ACKNOWLEDGED, HOWEVER, THAT GOZ HAD NOT YET INFORMED 
NIGERIANS AND DID NOT INTEND TO DO SO UNTIL OPERATION WELL 
UNDERWAY. 

8. GOZ IS APPARENTLY MAKING SEPARATE REQUESTS TO FRENCH 
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AND BELGIANS FOR MILITARY ASSISTANCE/SUPPORT, AND WE WILL 
REPORT ON THIS SEPARATELY. OUR INITIAL IMPRESSION IS THAT 
GOZ IS ASKING THEM MAINLY TO SUPPORT FAZ WHILE MAKING ITS 
REQUESTS TO US IN THE CONTEXT OF SUPPORTING OTHER AFRICAN TROOPS 
BEING SENT TO HELP. 

CUTLER UNQTE 
VANCE 
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